
ORDINANCE NO. 55-2004

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING STANDARDS FOR THE REMOVAL OF
NOXIOUS WEEDS AND GRASS.

WHEREAS, The City Council of the City of WashingtonCourtHousedesiresto eliminate
unsightly standsof grassand weedswithin the corporatelimits of the City of Washington
CourtHouse;and

WHEREAS, TheCity Council oftheCity of WashingtonCourtHouseafterdueconsultation
with theAdministrationofthe City ofWashingtonCourtHousedeemsanewordinanceupon
this subjectadvisable.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
WASHINGTON COURT HOUSE, FAYETTE COUNTY, OHIO AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. Thatthe City Manageror theCity Manager’sdesigneeshall causeannuallya
notice to bepublishedin a newspaperof generalcirculationwithin the City of Washington
CourtHouse,statingthat grassandnoxiousweedsaregrowingon landswithin the corporate
limits of said City. Suchnotice shallnot be requiredto describethe landsor to specifythe
nameof the ownerof suchproperty. However,suchnotice shall constitutenotice to all
owner(s),lessee(s),agent(s)or tenant(s)havingchargeof any land or propertyuponwhich
grassor noxiousweedsaregrowingthat the samemustbeplacedinto a stateof compliance
with this Ordinancewithin five daysaftersuchpublicationandmaintainedat a height of not
morethaneight (8) inches.

SECTION 2. Thatupon the City Manageror the City Manager’sdesigneediscoveringlands
uponwhichgrassornoxiousweedsexceedtheheight of eight (8) inchestheCity Manageror
theCity Manager’sdesigneeshall conspicuouslypostupon said propertya notice ordering
that saidpropertymust beplacedin compliancewith this Ordinancewithin forty-eight (48)
hours. The City Manageror the City Manager’sdesigneeshall noteupon the postingthe
dateandtime uponwhichsaidpostingwaserected.

SECTION 3. Thatupon any landsor propertyuponwhich grassandnoxiousweedsexceed
the height of eight (8) inchesand unto which a posting hasbeenerectedand a stateof
conflictwith this Ordinancepersistspasttheforty-eighthourdeadlineoftheposting,the City
Manageror theCity Manager’sdesigneeshallcausesaidlandsorpropertybe to mowedto a
height of less thaneight (8) inches. Thecostof saidmowingshall becalculatedby the City
Manageror the City Manager’sdesigneeand shall be billed to the ownerof recordfor the
propertyin question.

SECTION 4. That upon any owner of record of lands or propertiesto which the City
Manageror theCity Manager’sdesigneehavingso billed for mowingservicesfails to satisfy
said billing, then from time to time, the Director of Financeshall certify said billing and
causesaidbilling to becommunicatedto theAuditor of FayetteCounty andsaid billing shall



be enteredupon the tax duplicate,shall constitutea lien upon suchlands from the dateof
entry, and shall be collected as other taxesand returnedto the City of WashingtonCourt
Houseandcreditedto the GeneralFund.

SECTION 5. That for the purposesof this OrdinanceGRASS shall be interpretedto mean
any of a largefamily (Gramineae)ofthemonocotyledonous,mostlyherbaceiousplantswith
jointedstems,slendersheathingleaves,andflowersbornein spikeletsofbracts.

SECTION6. Thatfor thepurposesofthis OrdinanceNOXIOUS WEEDSmeansany typeor
speciesthat havebeenso classifiedas noxious plantsby the Stateof Ohio or any official
instrumentalityof the Stateof Ohio. However,regardlessof classificationby the Stateof
Ohio or any official instrumentalitythereof,NOXIOUS WEEDS shall include ragweeds,
white top daisies,goldenrod,burdock,yellow dock, dandelions,thistels,wild carrotandany
otherweedor vegetablewhich exhalesoffensiveodorsor from which is carriedby the wind
any injurious, offensive or annoyingpollen, dust, down, seed or particle, or which may
concealdepositsof filth.

SECTION 5. That this Ordinanceshall take effect andbe in full force from and after the
earliestdatepermittedby law.
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